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Mueller finds no 
Russian coordination 


BY ERIC TUCKER, MICHAEL 
BALSAMO, CHAD DAY 
AND JULIE PACE 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

The Justice Department de- 
clared Sunday that special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s long in- 
vestigation did not find evi- 
dence that President Donald 
Trump’s campaign “conspired 
or coordinated” with Russia to 
influence the 2016 presidential 
election, setting off celebrations 
of vindication by Trump and his 


supporters. Mueller also in- 
vestigated whether Trump ob- 
structed justice but did not 
come to a definitive answer. 

In a four-page letter to Con- 
gress, Attorney General William 
Barr quoted Mueller’s report as 
stating it “does not exonerate” 
the president on obstruction. 
Instead, Barr said, it “sets out 
evidence on both sides of the 
question.” 

Trump, in Florida, said the 
report proved “there was no 
collusion” as he has contended 
for many months. He also 


claimed it showed there was no 
obstruction and said it was a 
shame that he and the nation 
had to suffer through “an illegal 
takedown that failed.” 

Barr released his summary of 
Mueller’s report Sunday after- 
noon. Mueller wrapped up his 
investigation on Friday with no 
new indictments, bringing to a 
close a probe that has shadowed 
Trump for nearly two years. 

But the broader fight is not 
over. 

The Justice Department sum- 
mary sets up a battle between 


CLIFF OWEN AP 


Special counsel Robert Mueller 
gets in his car Sunday after 
attending services with his wife at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church. 


Barr and Democrats, who called 
for Mueller’s full report to be 
released and vowed to press on 
with their own investigation. 
For Trump, Barr’s report was 
a victory on a key question that 
has hung over his presidency 
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NC judge 
won't allow 
DNA test 
on shells 


BY JOE NEFF 
The Marshall Project 


This article was originally 
published by The Marshall 
Project, a nonprofit news 
organization covering the U.S. 
criminal justice system. 

Over the past decade, lab- 
oratories and lawmakers have 
expanded the power of DNA 
to exonerate the wrongfully 
convicted. Scientists can coax 
accurate results from trace 
amounts of DNA, even old or 
degraded samples. All 50 
states allow post-conviction 
DNA tests. 

Mark Rabil wishes that all 
North Carolina trial judges 
would catch up with the laws 
and labs. 

Rabil, a Wake Forest Uni- 
versity law professor who 
runs the school’s innocence 
clinic, hit a roadblock when a 
judge denied his request for 
DNA tests on three .22 caliber 
shell casings found at a mur- 
der scene 26 years ago. 

The case is the strongest 
he’s seen in 10 years at the 
clinic, Rabil said, even though 
his client pleaded guilty to 
second-degree murder. Guilty 
pleas are very difficult to 
overturn, making Rabil feel 
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Players call 
foul on 
NCAA ‘day 
in the life’ 
commercial 
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Howard Boone, right, visits with Shyheim Swinson, his Omega Psi Phi fraternity brother, March 16 during the first annual kickball tournament COLUMBUS, OHIO 


of Boone’s organization, Legacy 318. He formed the group after being paralyzed in a March 18, 2018, shooting in Columbia, South Carolina. 


Paralyzed student wants 
to serve as advocate for 
helping end gun violence 


BY TEDDY KULMALA 
tkulmala@thestate.com 


In the blink of an eye, Howard 
Boone Jr. went from enjoying a 
night out with his fraternity 
brothers in Columbia’s Five 
Points to waking up in a hospital 
days later, paralyzed from the 
neck down. 

“I don’t remember anything,” 
Boone, 24, said by phone from 
his Raleigh home last week. “I 
just remember waking up in the 
hospital a week and a half lat- 
er.” 

Hours after the annual St. 
Pat’s in Five Points festival in 
2018, the streets were still 
packed with revelers when, 
Columbia police say, a gunman 
fired several shots into a large 


crowd around 2 a.m. Arthur Q. 
Jones, 23, accused of the shoot- 
ing, had been involved in an 
argument with another man 
before the shooting, which in- 
jured Boone and two other in- 
nocent bystanders, police said. 
Boone, who is a student at 
Saint Augustine’s University in 
Raleigh, was in South Carolina 
for a meeting of his fraternity, 
Omega Psi Phi, and was staying 
in Spartanburg. They decided to 
head to Columbia to go out in 
Five Points that night. Things 
were winding down when they 
arrived around midnight, Boone 
said, and nothing seemed out of 
the ordinary before gunshots 
shattered the fun atmosphere. 
“T wish I did hear something 
that could indicate something 
was about to happen,” he said. 


“Because I probably would have 
been able to avoid all of this.” 


‘THERE’S ALWAYS MIRACLES 
THAT HAPPEN’ 

Boone was shot in the back of 
the neck, the bullet damaging 
his spinal cord. 

He spent nearly a month in 
the hospital in Columbia before 
being transferred to a rehabil- 
itation center in Atlanta. He 
arrived back home in Raleigh in 
May. 

“They really didn’t want to 
say too much to me about the 
possibilities,” he said of the 
doctors explaining the extent of 
his injuries, adding that they 
often used the phrase “as of 
now.” 

“That’s pretty much what the 
doctors are still saying to this 


day,” he said. “There’s always 
miracles that happen, so they 
really don’t want to say, ‘Hey, 
you’re gonna be like this for the 
rest of your life, paralyzed or 
whatever the case may be,’ 
because you never know what’ll 
happen. Everybody’s body 
works differently.” 


‘GONE IN THE BLINK 
OF AN EYE’ 

At Saint Augustine’s, Boone 
had joined the ROTC and had 
been with the U.S. Army 
Reserves since 2013. 

He completed airborne school 
at Fort Benning in Georgia be- 
fore he was shot, jumping out of 
a plane five times, his mother 
told The State in the days after 
he was shot. Now, he’s working 
to regain use of his neck mus- 
cles and, hopefully, mobility in 
other parts of his body. 

“It’s kind of hard at times,” 
he said of adapting to his new 
way of life. “But just looking 
back at the person I used to be 
and the person I was trying to 
become — this upcoming May I 
was supposed to commission as 
a second lieutenant in the U.S. 


SEE GUN VIOLENCE, 2A 


In the commercial —the 
one the NCAA posted on 
Twitter and has been airing 
on television throughout the 
NCAA tournament — the life 
of a “student-athlete” appears 
downright charmed, and 
perhaps even breezy. Which 
is, according to the athletes 
themselves, the greatest 
problem with the advertise- 
ment, and what it’s attempt- 
ing to sell. 

Cameron Johnson, who is 
working on graduate degree 
while playing for the North 
Carolina basketball team, 
said in the real world the life 
of a college athlete “ain’t a 
breezy existence.” Johnson, 
the Tar Heels’ leading scorer, 
sat in front of his locker here 
on Saturday, the day before 
UNC’s second round NCAA 
tournament game against 
Washington, and laughed at 
the NCAA’s portrayal of the 
life of its athletes. 

So, too, did one of his team- 
mates, sophomore Sterling 
Manley, who shook his head, 
sighed, leaned back and off- 
ered a prelude to his fuller 
thoughts on the NCAA’s de- 
piction: “I’d say one thing 
before we start anything. That 


SEE COMMERCIAL, 5A 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-522-4205 or newsobserver.com/customer-service 


Classified 
Comics 
Lotteries 


9B : Nation&World 
7-8B : Obituaries 
2A : Opinion 


4A ; Sports 1B 
8A : Triangle 3A 
9A : Under the Dome 2A 


ea 
00100'''7 


